
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Jersey City Environmental Commission 
City Hall – 280 Grove Street, Jersey City NJ 07302 

Sara K. Schultzer, Chair 

 
Meeting: Jersey City Environmental Commission Public Meeting  
  
Date / Location: 08 December 2015 – 6:30 p.m. 

Caucus Room, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 280 Grove Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 
  
Attendees: Commissioners/City Representatives Public Participants 
 Sara Schultzer, Acting Chair 

Eric Goldsmith  
Gregg Lanez  
Michelle Luebke 
Gabriel Ristorucci 
Mario Verdibello 

Elizabeth Balladares (2015-6 Watershed 
Ambassador, WMA 5)  
Ken Goldstein  
Yolanda Keahey 
Daniel Gere  

 Willow Latham, Secretary 
 

Prepared By: Gabriel Ristorucci/Willow Latham 
  
Date Prepared: 15 December 2015 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Six of nine commissioners were present; four constitutes quorum.  Commissioners Cucco, Nicholls, and 
Solowsky were absent.   
 
 
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES  
November minutes approved.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Municipal Stormwater Ordinance  

• Secretary Latham summarized City Planning’s December 7, 2015 meeting with the JC Municipal 
Utilities Authority to review this ordinance. The MUA approves of the ordinance in general and 
will provide specific comments to City Planning by the week of December 21. Pending these 
comments, the ordinance should be able to go before the Council in January 2016.  

• The JC MUA may hire a consultant to update the City’s stormwater management plan, which is 
currently out of date.   
 

Rebuild by Design  

• Commissioner Lanez summarized attending Rebuild by Design’s December 3 meeting, hosted by 
Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) in Hoboken.  

• The project has so far put forward 5 design concepts, which are in the “Draft for Discussion 
Only” phase. Commissioner Lanez provided the EC with a copy of these concept drawings.  

• Commissioner Luebke expressed concern with Concept C, which would involve the construction 
of large sections of seawall along Hoboken’s waterfront with possible flooding impacts on Jersey 
City.  
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Tree Canopy Study presentation/Bigger Dig 2020 

• Acting Chair Schultzer summarized Former Chair Nicholls presenting to the Historical Paulus 
Hook Association (HPHA) and their both fielding questions and comments.  

• Acting Chair Schultzer summarized attending the Bigger Dig tree planting initiative kickoff.  
• Secretary Latham provided an update on the status of a revised tree ordinance, which is currently 

being thoroughly reexamined after the City’s law department provided review and comment. The 
Commissioners recommended that an organizational chart covering street tree administration in 
Jersey City is developed.  

• Acting Chair Schultzer and Secretary Latham will be meeting with the Hudson County Division 
of Planning on December 15, 2015 to discuss models for tree programs and legislation.  

 
 
Climate Energy Audit   

• Commissioner Cucco (not present) will be following up on an ongoing energy audit for municipal 
buildings that is being undertaken by the City administration, which was approved by ordinance 
in July 2015.  

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
100 Resilient Cities Grant Application  

• Secretary Latham summarized the application process, which concluded on November 24, 2015, 
and the contents of Jersey City’s application. The City expects to hear back on the results of the 
application in April 2016.  

 
 
2016 Meetings Schedule  

• Secretary Latham had distributed slated dates via email, which were confirmed by the 
Commissioners present. A full schedule for 2016 meetings, including locations, dates, and times, 
will be distributed to the Commissioners and posted to the City’s website.  

• The new court-appointed site administrator for the PPG chromium-contaminated site will present 
to the Commission at an early 2016 meeting (to be scheduled).  

 
CLOSING REMARKS AND OTHER BUSINESS BY COMMISSIONERS 

• Acting Chair Schultzer and Secretary Latham will be attending the Urban Water Conference and 
Long-Term CSO Control Plan Workshop sponsored by NJ Future on December 10, 2015.  

• Commissioner Goldsmith will be attending the kickoff for Keep Jersey City Beautiful on 
December 9, 2015 in the Council Chambers.  

 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

• Elizabeth Balladares, the 2015-2016 Watershed Ambassador for Watershed Management Area 5 
(Hudson and Bergen counties) introduced herself. Ms. Balladares is conducting outreach in 
Hudson County to identify major environmental issues and projects. Commissioner Verdibello 
identified aging infrastructure as a major issue, and implementing green infrastructure as an area 
for new projects. Commissioner Luebke invited Ms. Balladares to attend the upcoming JC Green 
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Infrastructure Municipal Action Team meeting, to be scheduled for January 2016. 
• Ken Goldstein, a community member, expressed concern about light pollution from Jersey City’s 

skyline. Mr. Goldstein also expressed concern with noise pollution from new helipads at the 
Newport marina.  

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next Environmental Commission is scheduled for 19 January 2016 at 6:30 p.m. in City Hall Council 
Chambers, 2nd floor of City Hall, 280 Grove Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302.  
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