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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

INDEX TO PHASE 2 ANNOTATED LIST AND MAP 

Pha se ~ Ward B Sites Eligible for the Nat ional Re gis ter 

0906 - 83 JFKI 

0906-83 WOO I, 2, 3 

0906-83 WS I 

090 6-84 CLE I 

0906-84 CLE6 

0906-84 CLE6 

0906-84 CLTI 

0906 -84 EGI 

0906-84 EG I I 

0906-84 EGIS 

0906 - 84 LEX4, WSI9 

0906-84 LEX6 

0906-84 LEX7 

0906 -84 R002 

0906-84 R006 

0906-84 UN II 

0906-84 UN14 

0906-84 UNIS 

~] HEPBURN HALL, JERSEY CITY STATE COLLEGE 
'· .. / 205 1-9 J. F. KENNEDY BOULEVARD 

~89-407; 388-408 WOODLAWN AVENUE 

~SS AMERICA DINER 
v/3 22 WE ST SIDE AVENUE 

v-140-14 2 CLENDENNY AVENUE 

v99 CLENDENNY AVEN UE 

~15 CLENDENNY AVENUE (there are 2 CLE6 1 s) 

vi"60-2 CLAREMONT AVENUE 

0 )80 

I ! OUR 
l I 238 

v{;9 

EGE AVENUE 

LADY OF VICTOR I ES SCHOOL 
EGE AVE NUE 

EGE AVENUE 

~4 LEXINGTON AVENUE, 
548-50 WEST SIDE AVENUE 

~64 LEX INGTON AVENUE 

vr68 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

~I ROOSEVELT AVENUE 

~7-9 ROOSEVELt AVENUE 
-< 

{7 315 UNION AVENUE 7 -il S-
Jl .> 

AfU8LIC SCHOOL NUMBER 33 
V362 UNION AVENUE 

~89 UN I ON AVENUE 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

INDEX TO PHASE 2 ANNOTATED LIST AND HAP PAGE 2 

Phase ~ ~ard B Sites Eligible for the National Regist er 

0906-B4 VI2 

090 6-B4 WSI 

0906-B4 ws J 0 

0906-B4 ws 13 

0906 -B4 WSI7 

0906- B4 ws 19 

0906-B4 WS20 

0906-BS HAR3 

0906-BS HARI3 

0906-BS JFK2 

0906 -BS LPK 

0906-BS WSI ,2,3,4 

0906 -B 6 FRWI 

0906-B6 FRW2 

0906-BS 

0 PUBLIC SCHOOL NUMBER 24 
220 VIRGINIA AVENUE 

374-8 WEST SIDE AVENUE, ALSO 
346-70 CLAREMONT AVENU E 

~52-4 WEST SIDE AVENUE 

~77 WEST SIDE AVENUE 

~J0-22 WEST SIDE AVENUE 

SEE 0906-B4 LE!~~ ,rift - S~ 

/ 's 6 J -3-1~ES T SIDE AVENUE 

w.s. 

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST 
~154 -6 HARRISON AVENUE 

f./2"9.2 BARR I SON AVENUE 

TEMPLE BETH-EL 
2415-3 1 J. F. KENNEDY BOULEVARD 

LINCOLN PARK 

ST. ALOYSIUS ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH COMPLEX 
691-703 WEST SIDE AVENUE, 
178 KENSINGTON AVENUE 

162-4 FAIRVIEW AVENUE 

187, 187A, 189 FAIRVIEW AVENUE 

WEST BERGEN HISTORIC DISTRICT 
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PRASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

INDEX TO PHASE 2 ANNOTATED LIST AND MAP PAGE 3 

National Register Sites in Ward ! 

There are no National Register Sites in Ward B. 

Sites Determin ed Eligible ~or the National Register 1n Ward B 

0906-B4 BOY5 ENGINE COMPANY NO. 17 
106-10 BOYD AVENUE 
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Mary B. Dierickx 
Architectural Preservation 

PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD Bt JERSEY CITY 
/ 

12/1985 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

INTRODUCTION 

This 
follows the 
This survey 
Housing and 
Design. 

report is Phase 2 of the Ward B Survey. It 
first phase of the mammoth Jersey City Survey. 
was produced for the Jersey City Department of 

Development, Division of Urban Research & 

The purpose of the second phase is to produce a list 
of sites eligible for the National Register. In t~e Phase 2 
survey, all of the sites which were declared eligible or 
potentially eligible for the National Register in the Phase 
I Survey were visually inspected and researched where 
necessary and a list eligible sites was produced. The Phase 
2 survey of Ward B took place from August to December 1985. 

) Phase 2 of the Ward B survey was produced by Mary B. 
Dierickx, Architectural Preservation Consultants, primarily 
by Mary B. Dierickx and Sarah Latham Kearns, with the 
assistance of Mirande Dupuy. Most of the research was done 
by Sam Engelstad Invaluable help was given by Robert Wernley 
and Robert Cotter of the Jersey City Division of Urban 
Research and Design, Dr. Joseph Brooks, who is responsible 
for the excellent first phase of the Jersey City Survey and 
whose ideas were particularly helpful, and Oswin Hadley, 
his assistant on the survey. Joan Doherty of the New Jersey 
Room of the Jersey City Public Library gave her, time and 
considerable expertise. Terry Pfoutz and Nancy Zerbe of the 
Office of New Jersey Heritage also generously gave their 
assistance for this project. 

The Phase 2 survey report consists of: an 
introduction; an explanation of methodology; a bibliography; 
an index of all of the sites found eligible for the National 
Register organized by Phase I Inventory Number; and a list 
of the sites with a justification for their choice, 
organized individually by Phase I Inventory Number. 

125 Cedar Street 
New York, New York 10006 
(212) 227-1271 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

METHODOLOGY 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Phase 2 Survey is to compil e an 
annotated list of districts and individual site s, from the 
Phas e I Survey, eligible for the National Register. Th e 
sites are to be selected using the National Register's 
Standards for Evaluation and documentation is to be provided 
supporting the selections. 

Organization 

The list must be able to be used in conjun ction with 
the Phase I Survey. It will therefore be organized by Phase 
I Inventory Numbers with each entry beginning on a separate 
page, so that it may be integrated into the Phase 1 Survey 
books. An index listing the inventory numbers and historic 
districts will accompany the survey. 

Method 

The Phas e 2 Survey list of sites eligible for the 
National Register was compiled sol ely from the Phase I 
Surv ey list of el igible or potentially eligible sites. The 
sites were visually inspected and researched where 
necessary. Their historical importance, age, rarity, 
design, and integrity were examined and judged. The 
National Register Criteria for Evaluation were used in 
determining the significance of the structures and 
districts. 

Report 
In the final written report, each structure or 

distr ic t has been listed in order of Phase 1 Inventory 
Number. One or more paragraphs have b ee n written describing 
the reas ons for the eligibility determination as well as the 
National Register Criteria which have been met. 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

None of the buildings listed as eligible or potentiall y 
eligible for the National Register in the Phase I Ward B Survey 
will be eligible for the National Register when they reach 50 
years of age. 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-B3-JFKI 
HEPBURN HALL OF JERSEY CITY STATE COLLEGE 
2051-2059 J.F.KENNEDY BOULEVARD 

The 1925 stone trim and red brick Collegiate Gothic 
Style Hepburn Hall of the Jersey City State College is 
eligible for individual listing on the National Register, 
meeting Criterion C of the standards for evaluation. The 
two-and-one-half-story, "L"-shaped plan complex with an 
approximately five-story stone bell towner is an excellent 
example of the Collegiate Gothic Style in Jersey City and in 
the region. 

The use of the elements borrowed from the English 
Perpendicular Style and application of the historically­
derived elements on an education building is similar to the 
Collegiate Gothic elements pr ese nt at Princeton University 
(1909-1913). At Hepburn Hall the use of the stone bell 
tower with tracery and pinnacles, stone-trimmed label 
lintels, pointed arches, traceried windows, suppressed brick 
buttresses, as well as the c lustered brick chi mneys located 
on the slate roofs of the structure are all excellent 
examples of historical elements interpreted as the 
Collegiate Gothic Style. The massing of Hepburn hall 
contributes to the architectural excellence of the building. 
The five-story bell tower i s a prominent addition to the 
ward and to Kennedy Boulevard. 

Hepburn Hall is the best example of Collegiate Gothic 
Style in Jersey City. It is architecturally significant 
for Jersey City and for the region. 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-B3 WOOI,2,3 
389-407 WOODLAWN AVENUE 
BLOCK 1280a 
388-408 WOODLAW N AVENUE 
BLOCK 128lb 

The row of ten, two-story, brick rowhouses located at 
389-407 Woodlawn Avenue and the identical row of eleven 
rowhouses, numbers 388-408 Woodlawn Avenue, are eligible for 
listing on the National Register, meeting Criterion C of the 
standards for evaluation. These rowhouses are good examples 
of the Neo - Classical style and are particularly noteworthy 
as a group. Based on atlas map evidence, the row was built 
in about 1910. The facade ornamentation relies heavily on 
the use of light brick which alternates with courses of 
recessed bandcourses located at every sixth brick course. 
Further horizontal emphasi s is provided by the use of a 
continuous stone watertable molding and the continuous metal 
corn1ce used at the roofline of these rowhouses. Neo­
classical motifs include th e use of Adamesque wreaths and 
festoons at the cornice fri e ze and the ornate console 
brackets which mark the party-wall at every third bay. The 
door entablatures are somewhat retarditaire in style with 
incised Neo-Grec ornament, agee molding and stylized 
brackets present. Each entrance is approached by a low 
(four-step) stoop with cast iron newel posts and sigmoid­
form railing supports. Entrances are paired and pairs 
create a mirror-image. 

Alterations include the use of modern aluminum 
screen-doors which obscure the appearance of the original 
wood and glass paneled doors; the replacement of several 
original doors; the addition of several metal hoods (such as 
#402); the replacement of the original stoop cast iron, and 
the removal of a cornice at #389. Originally, the row 
included thirteen rowhouse s on the north side and thirteen 
on the south side of Woodlaw n Avenue. In particular #410 
and 412 Woodlawn have been excluded in inclusion in 
eligibility due to the severity of the resurfacing of each 
of these structures . 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-BJ WS I 
322 WEST SIDE AVENUE 
MISS AMERICA 
BLO CK 1300 

This streamlined, Moderne style , stainle ss steel and 
porcelain enamel, one-story diner, t he "MISS AMERICA", i s 
eligible for in dividual listing on the National Register, 
meeting Criterion C of the standards for evaluat io n. Based 
on maps, stylistic grounds and the use of material, the 
diner dates from the 1920's. 

Located at the corner of West Side and Culver 
Ave nues , "The Miss Amer ica " is rais ed on a brick foundation 
and is approached by a projecting central bay which forms an 
en t rance vestibule. The streamlined or curved pl an of the 
structure is emphasized by the use of a stepped corrugated 
corn ice trim which reflec ts the curv e d lines of the facad e 
and wraps around the stainless steel rounded corners of th e 
din er . The narrow band of windows and the ribbed spandrel s 
bel ow reinfo rce the stream-lined or Moderne style of the 
building. This diner is an excellent examp le of the Modern e 
style. 

At the roof line appears a monumentally-scaled, 
illuminated sign, "Miss America" -- which if not origi nal to 
the structure is an early addition. Not only is this 
Moderne diner a significant example of commercia l 
development in Jersey City, but this 1920's structure is 
significant example of commercial archaeology in the region. 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

090 6-84 BOY5 
ENG I NE COMPANY NUMBER 17 
106 BOYD AVENU E 
BL OCK 1794 

This two-story brick fireh ouse design ed in th e 
Classical Rev iva l style i s eligible for individu al listing 
on the Nation al Register , meeting Criterion C of th e 
standar ds for evaluation. Based on a set of blueprints 
located i n the fire house o ffice, Engi ne Company Numb er 17 
was designed i n 1905. It was bu il t in 1906 - 7, a cc0rding to 
the Jersey City Fire Dep artmen t's undated Lis t of Compani es 
1854- 1926 The firehou se is an exc ellent--and--remarkably 
int act exampl e o f the Class ical Revival style exec uted in 
bri ck , brown stone and ter ra cott a . The ground floo r 
vehicula r entr ance is supported by cast iron piers whi ch 
carry a cornice decorated with Classi c al Reviv al console 
brackets. The ground and s econd floor facades are 
symme trically arranged with the vehi cular entrance located 
at th e center bay, flank ed by a pedes trian entr an ce at the 
easte rn bay and window bay with terr a-cotta spand re l below 
at the western bay. Th e second flo or is pierced by thre e 
r ound - arc hed window openi ngs with ornamental keys tone s. The 
center bay i s wider than the two flan king arched open ings. 
The arches spr ing from rusticated masonry band s . Mult i ­
pan ed transoms appear within the arc hed openings wi th 
squ are -headed, double-hun g windows located below. A 
corbe lled bri c k pendant appears ben ea th the cornice and 
mark s the spandrels of th e c enter arch ed window. 

The in terio r of t he f irehouse i s remark ab l y intact 
with a circul ar cast iron stair wi th sigmoid ornament 
locate d at the western corner of the vehicular area. Th e 
interio r ceiling and wall s a re cover ed in press ed tin . Th e 
only ev iden t alteration is t he rem oval of the origi nal 
doub l e - doored horse-drawn veh i cul a r entrance and the 
repla cement with a garage door to accommodate la ter 
fire trucks. Fire Company Number 17, a remarkable example of 
the Classical Revival styl e , was declared eligible for the 
Nat ional Regis ter by the state in 1980. 
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RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-84 CLEI 
140-142 CLENDENNY AVENUE 
BLO CK 1749 

This gr oup of three brick rowhouses is eli g i ble for 
individual listing on the National Register, meeting 
Criterion C of the standar ds for evaluation. The circa 1910 
buildings are designed in a style that borrows elemen ts from 
th e Italianate and Romanesque Revival styles. The 
continuous bracketed cornice is a borrowing from the earlier 
It al ianate style, while the ornamental brick patt ern s wh ic h 
app ea r beneath the cornice ar e deriv e d from later stylistic 
periods. The Romanesque Revival brick elements include a 
corbelled banding of bricks with brick pendentives located 
every th ird bay and mark the party walls of each of the 
three rowhouses. The d ouble-hung windows have flu sh lint els 
and slightly projecting sills. The row is set back from the 
street level by a front yard and approached by three low 
st eps . 

Alt era tions to the group of three rowhouses include 
the addit io n of metal en trance hoods and th e enclosure of 
the original bracketed cornice with a aluminum "box" at 
Number 142. All of the original doors have been replaced; 
however, the enframements are intact. The original stoop 
newel s and railings remain at Number 140 Clendenny Avenu e . 
The decorative brickwork, the ecl ectic use of the Italianate 
combined with the Romanesque Revival styles, and the 
relatively high degree of architectural integrity make this 
group of three rowhous e structures eligible for listing on 
the National Register. 
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RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-B4 CLE6 
99 CLENDENNY AVENUE 
BLOCK 1797 

This two-story, frame, vernacular, residential 
building 1s eligible for individual listing on the Na tiona l 
Register meeting Criterion C of the standards for 
evaluation. Although the exterior fabric was origina l ly 
clapboard, the current exter i or shingle sheathing appears to 
be an early alteration. The replacement cladding does not 
interfere with the original wood window enfrarn ernents. 
According to maps, th e building was built after 1873 but 
before 1887. 

Although alterations have occurred to this vernacular 
residential structure, the accretions are early and refl e ct 
the changes that occur on a vernacular, wood-frame 
structure. 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906 -84 CLE6 
215 CLE NDENNY AVEN UE 
BLOCK 1757 

This two-story on basement, brick residence designed 
in the Romanesque Revival style is el i gible for individual 
list ing on the National Register, meet ing Cri te rion C of the 
standards for evaluation. Th e circa 1910, three-bay bri ck 
residence presents an ecl ecti c mix of Romanesque Revival 
brickwork, in particul ar the use of brick corbel s at the 
corn ic e l e vel and a saw-tooth brick band above th~ lintel s 
of the seco n d floor wind ows . The pro jec ting porch with its 
flat roof and massive pier supports are vernacular in style. 
The windows are one-over - one, double-hung-sash and the 
wind ow lin tels ar e flush masonry. 

The only alteration app e ars to be the replacement at 
an ea rly date of the porch rai ling located betwe en the 
massive porch piers and the use of a pipe railing on the 
porch stoop. The bui lding is remarkably intact and is a 
late but unusual exampl e of the use of Romanesque Revival as 
applied to a residential structure in Jersey Ci ty. 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-B4 CLTI 
260-262 CLAREMONT AVENUE 
BLOCK 1782 

This pair of detached, three-story, wo od-frame houses 
desi gned in the Queen Anne sty le is eligib le for individual 
lis ting on the National Register, meet ing Criter ion C of the 
standards for eva luation. Of parti cular note is the roo f 
profile of each residence, with the use of a "stagefront" 
ma nsard roof pierced by a gambrel e nd. Each gambrel 
projection is in turn pierced by a palladian window with 
center double-hung-sashed window set within a round -ached 
wind ow with keystone above, flanked by rectangular-head ed 
sidelights. The first and second floors are marked by an 
an gled bay proj ecti on of two windows, whi le the northwestern 
bays (including the entra nce bays) are set within prominent 
porch and second floor b alcony projections. Each porch is 
carried on wood columns with Ionic capitals used on Number 
262 and Doric present at Number 260. The cornice of each 
porch is decor ated with console brackets and dentils. Th e 
sec ond floor, flat-roofed porch of eac h house is protected 
by a railing of turned spindles. Each residence is 
approached by a wood stoop and the double-doored ent ranc es 
to each house remain intact. 

Although both hous es have been re-sided in an early 
asph alt siding in imitati on of brick, they are are still 
eligible for listing on the Nationaf Register, being good 
examples of the detached Free Classic residences dating from 
around 1910. They are significant examples of the style 1n 
Jer sey City. 

MARY B. DIERICKX *ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVATION CONSULTANTS* 12/1985 



) 

) 

PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-B4 EGI 
180 EGE AVENUE 
BLOCK 1790 

This Free Classic, or Queen Anne variant, clapboard, 
residential building is eligible for individual listing on 
the National Register, meeting Criterion C of the standards 
for evaluation. This free-standing structure is a good 
example of the Free Classic style with the use of classical 
elements, in particular, the denticulated molding that 
appears at the crest of the mansard roof, the ma1n roof 
cornice, the pedimented projection located at the second 
story and on the porch cornice. Further classical motifs 
include the use of columns set on square bases which support 
the porch. Also noteworthy are the roof parapet projections 
-- the three-sided bay is topped by a three-dimensional 
peaked-roof projection. Based on atlas maps, building was 
erected in about 1910. 

Although the roof surfaces have been covered 1n 
asphalt and the yard surround has been enclosed with a 
modern iron fence, these alterations do not detract 
significantly from the integrity of the structure. 
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RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-B4 EGI I 
238 EGE AVENUE 
OUR LADY OF VICTORIES PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 
BLOCK 1790 

This three-story, brick and cast stone Art Deco style 
school is eligible for individual listing on the National 
Register, meeting Criterion C of the standards for 
evaluation. Our Lady of Victories Parochial School is an 
excellent example of the Mbdernistic style or Art Deco 
style, with the use of projecting brick pilasters which 
appear between each of the window bays and terminate in 
battlements at the parapet level. Each of the three main 
facade entries is set within a cast stone or cast concrete 
enframement decorated with Art Deco style naturalistic 
decorations combined with religious motifs. The ironwork 
which appears within each of the three entrance door 
transoms is also indicative of the quality of the Art Deco 
ornament present in this 1930 school structure. 

The actual doors set within the high style 
enframements have been replaced by modern metal or aluminum, 
two-leaved doors. Although the replacement doors are 
unsympathetic, the alteration does not jeopardize the 
eligibility of this structure. 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-B4 EGIS 
279 EGE AVENUE 
BLOCK 1770 

This two-and-one-half-story, frees tanding residential 
structure desi gned in the Free Class ic style is elig ible for 
ind i vidual listing on the National Register, meeting 
Crit e rion C of the standa rds for evaluation. Th e wood-frame 
structure is an excellent example of the Free Classic style 
with the use of a denticulated gambrel roof proje ction and 
cornice, pedimented entrance bay porch supported on 
clas sic al columns which r est on square plinths. Based on 
map evidence, the building dates from about 1910. 

Minor alterations to the buildin g include 
a plexi-glass shield at the front door and the 
of an American eagle at the center bay of the 
bay of windows located at the ground floor. 

the use of 
application 
three-sided 
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PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGI BLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-84 LEX4,WS19 
124 LEXINGTON AVENUE, 548-50 WEST SIDE AVENUE 
BLOCK 1801 

These three circa 1910 buildings are eligible for 
listing on the National Reg ister. They consist of a row of 
two, thre e - story tenements or apartment buildings on West 
Side Avenue and a matching two-story apartment building next 
to them on Lexington Avenue. They are excellent and intact 
examples of the early 20th century Renaissance Revival style 
and meet Criterion C of the standards for evaluation. 

The buildings, with their large, projecting 
modillioned cornices, splayed cast stone window lintels and 
brick facades in light tones, embody the characteristics of 
the Renaissance Revival style. They also displ ay exceptional 
design features, including a rounded corner trea tment, a 
terra cotta "Lexington Ave nue " plaque in the wall, brick 
corbelling and stylized quoins on 548-50 Wes t Side Avenue. 
Number 124 Lexington Avenue has striking co pp er trim - a 
bracketed cornice and a massive coppe~ pediment. The 
buildings are largely intact, with the major alterations on 
the commercial ground flo o r on West Side Avenue. Most of the 
storefronts, including the groun d floor cornice, are intact 
but the corner store was covered with wood. Storm windows 
have been add e d and a side door was bricked in. There are a 
large number of Renaissance Revival style apartment 
buildings and tenements in Jersey City. These three are 
good and intact examples of this building typ e and style. 
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RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-B4 LEX6 
164 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
BLOCK 1748 

164 Lexington Avenue is eligible for individual 
listing on the National Register, meeting Criterion C of the 
standards for evaluation. This is a narrow, two story, 
attached fram e house in a very late Italianat e style. It is 
two bays wide including th e three window bow front. The 
1896-1909 hous e is a mostly intac t example of Jersey City 
wooden domestic urban architecture. 

The flat roof, bow front, bracketed and paneled 
cornice, and flat roofed entry porch with prominent turned 
columns are all characteristics of the Ital ianate style. 
The flat angular door surround with sidelights and transom 
harks back to the earlier ta stes of the Greek Revival style, 
but, consider ing the 1896-1909 date supplied by atlas map 
evidence, it is probably a Classical Reviva l style doorway. 
The minor altera tions include replacement of the ori ginal 
stoop, por ch railing and door, the addition of new storm 
windows and d oor, and probably the wood shingle siding . The 
detail on the house is simple but it is mostly intact. It 
is a good example of a late Italianate frame house, with 
Classical Revival details. 

MARY B. DIERICKX *ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVATION CONSULTANTS* 12/1985 



PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

) RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

) 
I 

) 

0906-B4 LEX7 
168 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
BLOCK 1748 

This two-story fra me house is eligible for individua l 
listing on the National Register, meeting Crit e rion C of the 
standards for evaluation. Dating from 1896 to 1909, i t is a 
good and intact example of an early 20th century Cl as sical 
Revival style hous e, unusual because it is frame rath er than 
masonry, a more common material for this style. 

The bracketed and modillioned cornice, flat r oof and 
squar e upright proportions are characteristic of the style. 
The columned porch with a denticulat e d cornice and such 
classical details as a door and windows with architrave trim 
are characteristic of this style and the Colonial Revival 
style, which was more common in frame houses of this period. 
The house is largely intact, retaining its original narrow 
shingle siding and its porch rail with turned wood 
balusters. The brick steps are not original and storm 
windows have been added. Ther e ar e a number of thes e 
Class i cal and Colonial Revival style frame houses in this 
part of Jersey City, but many have been alter ed . A small 
percentage, like thi s house, still have original siding and 
window trim. 
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0906-B4 R002 
51 ROOSEVELT AVENUE 
BLOCK 1748 

The two and a half story, vernacular Colonial Revival 
style house at 51 Roosevelt Avenue is elig ible for 
individual listing on the National Regist er and meets 
Criterion C of the standards for evaluation. The circa 1920 
house is two bays wide with a central gable, full porch and 
two story bay window. Though not unusual it is a good and 
intact example of this house type. 

The irregular roof line, porch and angular classical 
detail are all characterist ics of the Colonial Revival 
style. The regular, rectangular plan of the house and the 
taller, narrower shape are typical of the later development 
of the style. The porch is less open and closer to the 
house moving toward the enclosed porch of the Bungalow 
style. It is a typical, plain, freestand ing frame house 
with remna nts of the Colonial Revival style. This type of 
house was very popular from about 1905 to 1930 and, although 
plain, good examples of it should be recognized and 
preserved. 

The house has all of its original clapboarding, 
window molding, and porch det~ils. There are storm windows 
over the original one over one sash and the brick stoop is 
probably a replacement. These alterations however , do not 
affect the architectural integrity of the building. While 
there are many houses like t h is in Jersey City, it is 
unusual to fin d such a good example of this vernacular type 
in which so much of the original design survives. 
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0906-B4 R006 
77-79 ROOSEVELT AVENUE 
BLOCK 1748 

This Italianate style row of three houses is eligible 
for listing on the National Register, meeting Criterion C of 
the standard s for evaluation. Dating from approximately 
1910 (according to maps) the houses are good, relatively 
intact examples of very late Italianate style masonry 
residences. 

The small , three bay wide, two-and-one-half story 
brick buildings have typical Italianate bracketed wooden 
cornices over corbelled friezes. One of the porch hoods over 
the door has survived, the other two have been replaced by 
modern aluminum canopies. The door hoods might have been 
installed either without supporting posts, with posts that 
were too weak or with posts that rotted out and were not 
replaced. The brickwork shows that the other two hoods fell 
down, rippin g out some brick wall with them. The row is not 
unique, but, except for the door hoods and front steps, it 
is intact. Most of the earlier Italianate style houses are 
in the Downtown neighborhood (Ward E in the survey) . These 
houses are unusual for this newer western part of the city. 
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0906-B4 UNI I 
315 UNION AVENU E 
BLOCK 1747 

This three-and-one-half story, patterned b r ick , Art 
Deco apartment house is eligible for individual listing on 
the National Register, meeting Crite rion C of the standards 
for e valuation. This five -bay building is a good example of 
the Art Deco style. Acco rding to maps, it was built after 
1928. Stylistically, it dates from the 1930's. 

Although the structure is only three-and-one-hal f 
stories high, verticality is achieved through the use of 
ornate brick pat ter ns. Vertical strips of contr asting brick 
appear within the spandrel panels located between the ground 
and second floors, and the second and third floors. 
Ver tical brick banding appears at the parapet level. A 
mod ified Greek key motif is executed in contrasting brick at 
the wate rtable and in reduced scale, appears at the parapet 
level of the center bay. Of particular note is the recessed 
entrance with its stepped profile reminiscent of a ziggurat. 
The entrance enframement consists of styliz ed fluting 
executed in brick with a sunburst motif located at the 
transom level. Other original Art Deco features include the 
use of vertically-divided three-over-one windows as well as 
ornat e scrolled ironwork located at the entrance transom and 
to protect the original glaz e d door. Based on sophisticated 
vocabulary and remarkable site integri ty, this building is a 
significant example of the Art Deco style in Jersey City. 
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0906-B4 UNI4 
PUBLIC SCHOOL 33 
362 UNION AVENUE 
BLOC K 1757 

Public School 33 i s eligible for individu a l listing 
on the National Regist e r, meeting Criterion C of th e 
stan dards of evaluation. The cornerstone of thi s brick and 
limestone trimmed school was laid in 1909. I t is a good 
example of th e Classical Revival style appli e d to an 
utilitarian structure. 

The facade is pierced by five bays of tripartit e 
windows. At the ground and second fl o or levels, the window s 
hav e prominent projecting stone lintels and shallow sills. 
At the third floor, the wi n dow lintels are surmounted by a n 
ornate cornice . Brick piers divide the window bays and ar e 
capp e d by ornamental terra cotta placques. Th e cornice 
fri e ze is decor a ted with d i amond-shaped tiles. The basement 
level is marked by a stone water t able moulding. The 
ent r ance is app r oached by bluestone st e ps. The entrance i s 
set within a recessed ar c h with ston e enfram e me nt. Th e 
entrance door which is a replacement is topped by an over­
scal e d transom wh ich consists of operable double-hung-sash e d 
windows. Although all of the original windows have been 
replaced, Public School 33, is nevertheless a good example 
of Classical Revival school architecture in Jersey City. 
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090 6-B4 UNI5 
389 UNION AVENUE 
BLOCK 1758 

Th is three-story, three bay, red brick, free-
standing, residential structure is eligible for individual 
lis tin g on the National Register, mee ting Criterion C of the 
standards of evaluation. Designed in the Classical Revival 
style , the structure dates from about 1900. The residence 
is remarkably intact, including the one-story wood p orch 
whi ch is supported by four wood columns with the porch 
fas cia dec ora ted with rondels executed in wo od. Ea ch column 
is separated by wood railings with turned spindles. The 
r ondel motif is repeated at the frieze of the main cornice. 
Beneath t he ro of cornice band s of corbelled bric k occur. 
Windows lintels and sills are executed in limestone. Of 
part ic ular note is the presence of the original double­
doored entrance and transom. The one-ove r-one , double-hung­
sash windows appear to be original. This residential 
struc ture is not only a go od example of rest rai ned Classical 
Revival in Jersey City, but the site integrity is 
remarkable. 
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090 6-84 VI 2 
220 VIRGINI A AVENUE 
PUB LIC SCHOOL 24 
BLOCK 1793 

This thre e- story on high basement, r ed brick public 
school structure is el igib le for individual l isting on th e 
National Register, meeting Criterion C of th e stand a rd fo r 
evaluation. It is a good example of the Cl as sical Reviva l 
style and the building co rnerstone was laid in 1914. A 
lime stone cornice and coping molding relieves the severity 
of the patterned but monochromatic brick facade. Window s 
are grouped in sets of five and two, with single windows 
flanking the entrance p ortico. Of particular note is the 
Classical Revival, proj ec ting e ntrance por tico , with its 
fluted Doric columns which support stylized Classical friez e 
and entablature. A balustrad e d balcony app ea rs above th e 
entablature. Also noteworthy, is th e yard enclosure, whi ch 
consists of massive square brick pi ers , capped by ba ll 
finials. The piers alternate with s ec tions of ornate ca st 
iron fence and the entrance gate, also exe cu ted in ca st 
iron, is supported by a pair of ornate cast iron basket 
newels. Although the original door sidelights and transom, 
and original windows hav e been replac e d, Public Sc hool 24, 
is still a good exampl e of the Classical Revival styl e 
applied to a public scho ol in Jersey City. 
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0906-B4 WS1 
374-378 WEST SIDE AVENUE 
346-370 CLAREMONT AVENUE 
BLOCK 1787 

The brick factory complex bounded by the Newark and 
New York Railroad tracks on the north, Halstead on the east, 
Claremont on the south and West Side Avenue on the west, is 
eligible for individual listing on the National Register 
meeting Criterion C of the standards of evaluation. The 
complex varies in date with the earliest part, lhe three­
story, twelve-bay 346 - 352 Claremont, dating from about 
1905; and enlarged in approximately 1919. The later eight­
story factory structure, located at 374-378 West Side Avenue 
was erected about 1920. 

Number 346 -370 Claremont is a go od example of early 
Twent i eth century utilitarian design with retarditaire C19th 
massing and brick ornament. Originally the Greek American 
Confectionary company, the building was subsequently 
enlarged in 1919 and incorporated as The Novelty Candy 
Company . Of particular note is the use of brick ornament at 
the segmental ly-arched bay openings and the continuous 
ornamental brick courses located at the spandrel level 
between eac h window opening. The cornice level is ornamented 
with brick soldier courses. Although several of the 
original six-over-six windows nave been blocked with brick 
infill or changed to a one-over-one configuration, the 
alterations do not jeopardize the eligibility of this 
utilitarian structure. Number 371-378 West Side Avenue is 
an excellent example of early 1920 ' s factory design with the 
use of large expanses of horizontal windows carried within 
narrow bands of brick piers which terminate in suppressed 
segmental arches at the cornice level of this eight-story 
structure. The multi-paned casement windows are recessed, 
and devoid of ornament with the exception of the use of 
projecting concrete lintels which add to the horizontality 
of the factory structure. The roofline is marked by various 
brick mechanical system projections and a smoke stack that 
rises to approximat ely twenty stories in height . Although 
the original entrance has been altered, the complex overall 
is in remarkable repair and is currently occupied by the 
Lightolier Company. 
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0906 B4 WSIO 
452-454 WEST S I DE AVENUE 
BLOCK 1793 

This three story brick commercial structure located 
at 452-454 West Side Avenu e is eligible for individual 
listing on the National Register meeting Criterion C of the 
standards for evaluation. The circa 1910 building is 
transitional in style, being an eclectic mix of Craftsman 
and Classical Revival styles, popular between 1910 and 1920. 
The corner site upon which the commercial building is 
erected is reflected in the use of a rounded c orner entrance 
bay. The corner site is further emphasized by a massive 
galvanized metal cornice with a generous overh ang supported 
on metal brac kets. A similar bracketed cornice appears at 
the street facade above the corner bay and continues through 
the third bay on the Lexington Avenue facade. The windows 
are set within masonry enframements with impost blocks 
located at the corners of e ach lintel and window sills 
supported on small brackets. 

Although the corner bay commercial shopfront has been 
reglazed and filled in with brick and large s i gn boards have 
been added, the original corner commercial cornice board is 
intact. Th e brick parap e t which extends above the 
continuous bracketed cornice at the roof level has been 
repainted. Despite the alterations this building is a 
significant example of th e commercial development of West 
Side Avenue in Jersey City. 
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0906-B4 WSI3 
477 WEST SIDE AVENUE 
BLOCK 1759 

477 West Side Avenue is eligible for individual 
listing on the National Register meeting Criterion C of the 
standards for evaluation. The two story, two bay, frame 
building, very late Italianate in style, is set back from 
the street with a projecting ground floor shopfront. This 
is a good example of a residence with what is probably an 
early commercial adaptation, all of which has remained 
largely intact. Although atlas map evidence dates the 
bu i lding from 1896-1090, the style, proportions and 
materials of the building combine to create a mid-19th 
century appearance. 

The flat roof, bracketed and denticulated cornice 
under the eaves and the simpler bracketed cornice of the 
shopfront, and the bow front are all characteristics of the 
Italianate style. Remarkably intact for a frame building on 
a commercial street, even the shopfront clapboarding 
survive s. Parts of the window molding from the second story 
bow front have been removed, and the shopfront represents an 
early alteration. 

The alterations do not detract form the significance 
of this building; indeed the ground floor expresses the 
early development, from residential to commercial, of West 
Side Avenue. The architectural integrity of this frame 
structure makes it a rare example for Jersey City. 
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0906-B4 WSI7 
510-22 WEST SIDE AVENUE 
BLO CK 1797 

This row of six Rena i ssance Reviva l style buildings 
is eligible for listing on the National Regist er, meeting 
Criterion C of the stand ards for evaluation. The row is a 
good, intact example of circ a 1910 apar tment buildings or 
tenements with comme rcial groun d flo ors. This is the primary 
style and type of building on West Side Avenu e ~n this 
neighborhood. 

The buildings are three stori es high, with a fou r 
story corner building. Highlighting the building at the end 
of the row, or in the middle, by making it one story taller 
was a popular design feature in the early 20th century . The 
light brick row has a continuous modillioned cornice, a 
similar ground floor corn i ce splayed window lintel s and 
fluted mullio ns . The buildings are good examples of th e 
Ren aiss ance Revival style because of this rounded classical 
ornament, the very slightly elong ated proportions of th e 
buildings and the use of a combination of light-colored 
building materials. The ground floors have been altered, but 
not severely and the cornice has be en retained on all but 
one of the shopfronts. Some of the windows have been 
alt ere d; the rest of the row in intact. It is a common style 
and building type in Jers ey City, in particular in this par t 
of the city. This row is worth noting because of its 
architectural integrity and because it is a good exampl e of 
the Renaissance Revival style. 
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09 06-B 4 WSJ9 
548-5 0 WES T S IDE AV ENUE 
BLOCK 1801 

See 0 906-LEX4,WS!9 - 124 LEXIN GT ON AV ENUE , 548 -5 0 
WE ST S I DE AVENUE, BLOC K 180 1 . 
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0906-B4 WS20 
561-563 WEST SIDE AVENUE 
BLOCK 1748 

Th i s four -sto ry brick commercial bu ilding des i gned in 
the Classical Revival style is eligible for individual 
listing on the National Register, meeting Criterion C of th e 
standards for evaluation. The circa 1890 corner building is 
a good example of the Classical Revival style appl ie d to a 
commercial structure. Facade ornament includes the use of 
horizontal masonry bandcourses l oc ated at the wind ow sill s 
a nd beneath the wi ndow lintel levels. The metal co rnice is 
supported on attenuated paired metal brackets whi c h 
alternate with smaller brackets. The cor n er commercial b a y 
is mark e d by a chamfered entranc e supported by an iron 
column. Also of note is the "Roosevelt Avenu e" plaque 
located on the side street facade. 

Alterations include the use of storm win d ows whi ch 
obscure the appearance of the original fen es tration. 
Signage obscure s the original storefront facade cornice, 
precluding comment on condition. The lesser entrance 
located on the Roosevelt Avenu e facade has bee n altered. 
Th e fire escapes located on the West Si de Avenu e facad e 
appear to be of the period or an early add iti on. This fou r­
story br i ck struct ure is a significant example of the use of 
the Classical Rev i val style in the commercial development of 
West Side Avenue of Jersey City. 
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0906-BS HAR3 
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST 
154-156 HARRISON AVENUE 
BLOCK 1810 

The First Church of Christ Scientist, a two-story 
brick structure with flanking one-story end bays, designed 
in the Georgian Revival style, is eligible for individual 
listing on the National Register, meeting Criter i on C of the 
standards for evaluation. The cornerstone of the Church was 
laid in 1915. The patterned red brick facad es are unified 
by projectin g sto n e molding s , located at th e c ornice level 
of the two-story center bay pavilion and at the lintel 
levels of the five windows al s o located at the central bay. 
The continu o us lintel moldin g becomes the cornice molding 
of the flanking one-story bay ends. The building is further 
unified by the use of a limestone watertabl e , pierced by 
small basement windows in the center bay. The entrance 
doors are located in the one-story flanking bays, while the 
two-story central bay is pierced by a monume ntal round­
arched window with transom f a nlight; and two multi-paned, 
trabeated windows, located at either side o f the center 
monumental window. Projecting brick piers with limestone 
capitals and bases further punctuate the two - s tory brick 
facade and flank the entranc e doors of the one-story end 
bays. Of particular note are the original thr ee -light lamp 
posts locat e d at the masonry stoop level at the entrance 
bays. 

The First Church of Christ Scientist is not only 
architecturally distinguished, but is in ex c ellent repair. 
The only a l t e rations appear t o the early rep lace ment of the 
original entr a nce doors with two-leaved solid doors and the 
addition of a protective screen of plexi- gla ss at the 
monumental arched central window. The Church is a 
significant example of the Georgian Revival style in Jersey 
City. 
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0~06-BS HARI3 
292 HARRISON AVENUE 
BLOCK 1811 

This three-story light and patterneG br ic k a~artment 
building, d es igned in the Art Deco style, is eligible for 
individual listing on th e National Register, meeting 
Criterion C of the standards for evaluation. Monumental 
scale is achieved through the use of pattern ed brick 
moldings, including a stylized Greek Key ~otif at the 
watertable level. Vertical strips of darker brick occur at 
the spandrel levels between th e first and s e cond , second and 
third floor window levels . The patterned brick moldints add 
monumentality and verticality to this three-story structure 
-- the cornice and projecting parapet, execut e d in brick are 
particularly successful and excellent examples of Art Deco 
brickwork. The fac~de is divided into five b~ys with the 
windows div ide d into vertic al three-over one and six-over­
one config urations . The original entrance ~oors are of 
particular note, and are execut~d in d i auond or chevron­
patterned iron over glass. The original ~all-moun ted light 
f i x t u r P. s e x i s t a t r h e p n t r a n f'. e l e v e l • T lt e o r. 1 y n, ::. n o r 
alteration anpears to be th e ad~i t i on nf storD win dows. Not 
l"'ol-..r is th i1'1 ci.,..ca 193n E.p:lrtment structure a good e><:ample 
of the Art Deco stvle in J e rsey City. but thP a~~rtment is 
noteworthy for the architect~r e l integritv of t te structure. 
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0906-B5-JFK2 
TEMPLE BETH-EL 
241 5-2 431 KENNEDY BOULEVARD 
BLOCK 181 I 

Temple Beth-El, l ocate d at the corner of Kennedy 
Boul eva rd and Harri son Avenue is a monumental two sto ry red 
bri ck structure with a one-story central dome. Th e 
cornerstone of the temp le was laid in 1925 and based on 
Phase I Survey info rmat ion, the build ing was designed by the 
architect P. A. Vivarttas and constructed by th e Zenithern 
Company of Newark, New Jersey (Amer ic an Architect, CXXX, 
December 20, 1926.) Temp le Beth-El is el i gible for 
individual listing on the National Registe r , meetin g 
Criterion C of the standa rds of evaluatio n. 

Set on a high stone basement or foundation, th e 
Temple is approached by a set of stone steps. Entrance is 
prov ide d through a set of thre e doors set within a two-story 
ar ched enframement with a stained and slag glass infill with 
a rose window and Star of David motif. Locat ed above th e 
center door is a sloping pediment with commandmen t tablets 
above. The Harrison Avenu e facade is pierced by five round­
arched stained or slag glass windows. Both the Kennedy 
Boulevard and Harrison Avenue facade s are unified by the use 
of glazed terra cotta bandcourses whi c h reflect the arched 
configuration of the center bays at the roof cornice line 
and encircle the monumental entrance bay. A massiv e 
pr ojecti ng watertable molding wraps around both facades and 
prov ide s further definiti on . Rising from the roof of the 
two story structure is a ma ssive hexagonal dome with a tiled 
roo f . 

Temple Beth-El is architecturally significant a nd a 
monumental presence on Kennedy Boulevard (formerly, Henry 
Hudson Boulevard). Based on Phase I Survey information the 
synagogue was previously located at 896 Montgomery Stree t 
(18 64 ) as Beth Israel Congregation, subsequently, Isaa c 
Ephraim Congre gation, becoming Temple Beth -El in 1871 
(American Arch itect , CXXX. December 20, 1926.) 
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0906-BS LPK 
LINCOL N PARK 

Lincoln Park is eligible for National Register 
nomination, meeting Criteria A and C of the standards for 
evaluation. It is a heavily used city park, thoughtfully 
designed in 1904, in a predominantly Picturesque style by 
Dan iel w. Langton and Charl es M. Lowrie Landscape Architects 
Associated. Running east to west from Kennedy Boulevard to 
the Hackensack River, in a roughly cruciform shape, the park 
is divided by the north-south crossings of West Side Avenue 
and State Highway #1. Formerly called West Side Park, it is 
the largest, at 282 acres, and the oldest of the Hudson 
County Park System. 

In 1902 the New Jersey State Legislature passed a law 
that allowed coun ties to issue bonds to fin ance publ ic 
parks. The Hudson County Park Commi ssion was formed in 1903 
and shortly thereafter ac quired this desirabl e tract in 
Jer sey City between the Hackensa ck River and Hudson 
Boulevard (now Kenn edy Boulevard). This park was to be the 
first in a system of parks throughout the county, located 
between the bouleva~d and the river. The Lincol n Park land 
was already the recognized recreation area for Jersey City; 
on it was Glenb y Park and the Jersey City Golf Club. 

In 1904 the Langton, Lowrie design was accepted. By 
1908 the east ern section of the park was laid out and 
planted from Hudson Boulevard to Marcy Avenue. In 1909 a 
stone bandstand and shelter were erected. Both had concrete 
foundations and red Span is h tile roofs. The bandstand is 
octagonal and stands south of the fountain area; the shelter 
is round and is on top of Overlook Hill north of the field. 
In 191 I a 52 foot cast concrete fountain by Berenice Francis 
Langton, wife of the lands cape archite ct , was installed in 
the original 1904, 160 foot diameter pool west of West Side 
Av en ue. 
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West Side Park was renamed L incoln Park 1n 1930 when 
the Lincoln Association donated to the county the seated 
bron ze , "The Statesman" by James E. Frazer, the d esigner of 
the buffalo nickel. The sculpture faces Kennedy Boulevard 
from the plaza at the park entr ance. 

As designed the park is compo sed of formal, 
picturesque and athletic areas. The park commissioners had 
looked to Olmsted's Central Park and Chicago Park System for 
ideas, and also to the recreational needs of the Hudso n 
County population. The We st Side Fi el d, as the area west of 
Marcy Avenue was called, was designed as a 70 acre athletic 
field, the largest in the world, for all types of organized 
sports. The formal areas border the central axis road of 
the park as it leads from the plaza at the main entrance on 
Kennedy Boulevard , past the little sentry box and through 
the urn-topped stone gate s at the West Side Avenu e entrance, 
to the broad formal pool and fountain. The naturalistic 
part of the park with it s meandering paths, a pond and 
strategic vistas takes up the remaining acreage . 

The original 1904 landscape design of paths and 
driv es , and th e border tre es , remains intac t. Re cen t random 
planting of other trees detracts somewhat f rom the 
distinctive look of the original single species groupings 
and of the planned open spaces. The appearance of Edgewood 
Pool has been altered by the installation of 18 tennis 
courts on the hill above it, and with its recen t embanking 
with ceme nt. The large rolling meadow in the center of the 
park has been turned completely over to the use of team 
sports leaving the ground torn and the area unusable for 
more passive park recreation. The changes to the vegetation 
are not too sign i ficant since as a living landscape they are 
easily changed back and are more an indication of poor 
main tenance than of alter ations . Th e West Side Fiel d was 
cut off from the whole by the state highway and is no longer 
used as designed. Since the early 1970's when it was used 
as a dump and landfill, the park has been reclaimed and 
allowe d to return to its natural wetlands state. 
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Th e park she lte rs have suffered the loss of det ail 
du e to the replacement of the roof tiles and p oo r 
maintenance. The Casino, which might be later and not 
orig inal to the park de signs, is a rusticated stone build ing 
whi ch no longer belongs to the park but is now a restaurant. 
It has undergone sev ere alteration from new additions which 
obscure most of the main building and are covered with an 
imi ta tion stone stucco. 

Lincol n Park is a good example of an early 20th 
century urban park wi th stron g roots in th e 19th century 
Picturesqu e landscape style. Olmsted's Central Park and 
Chicago Park Syst e m wer e some of the e xamp les studied by the 
Hud son County Park Commissioners when planning this park. 
It was to be the fi rs t in a system of parks in Hud son 
County, simi lar to what had been done in Chicago. The 
athletic field was not only significant for its size , but 
als o for the Commission's recognition of the need s of the 
population, and for seeing the limitations of other urban 
parks. The park als o had a posit ive influence on the 
taxable value of the neighborhood. Together with Hudson 
Bou levard, the pleasure road of Hudson County, it became the 
showcase of Jer se y City, and Hudson County itself, and 
remains the largest park in the county. 
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The ST . ALOYSIUS ROM AN CATHOLIC CHURCH COMPLEX 
consists of five prima ry church edific es and related 
outbuildings locate d on two parcels of land , Blo ck 1702 and 
Block 1702 1/2. The complex is bisected by Kensi n gton 
Avenue. It is bounded on the north by the northern side of 
St. Aloysius School, on the south by Lincoln Park, on the 
east by West Side Avenue, an d on the west by Lin co ln Park 
and Delaware Avenue. The buildings range in styl e and dat e 
from the 1897, brick and stone Roman esque Reviva l style St. 
Aloysius School and Hall; to (0906-B5 WSI) a 190 6 rock-faced 
granite Classi ca l and Beaux Art style St. Aloy sius Roman 
Catholic Church; to the 1897 through 1922 Neo-Classical 
Revival style St. Aloysius R. C. School (0906-BS WS4) ; and 
1926 brick and stone-tri~med Neo-Classica l Revival styl e St. 
Aloysius Convent (0906-B5 WS3) and beige brick and limestone 
Neo-Class ical Revi val style St. Aloysius Rector y of circ a 
1925. Also i nc luded in the nominat ion is the one-story, 
six- car garage located at the rear of the Rectory site, 
facing Kensington Avenue. 

ST. ALOYSIUS ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, designed in 1906 
by architect Charles Edwards (Phase I Survey information 
refers to Architects and Builders Magazine, Jan . 1909, pp. 
155-159) is an excellent exampl e of the Classical Revival 
and Beaux Arts styl es executed in rock-faced granite. Of 
part ic ular note is the symmet rical entrance facade with it s 
monumental one-story, semi-c ircul ar entr ance porch, 
supported on paired Doric columns with I 1/2-story 
monumental arched recess above, crowned by a pedimented and 
denti c ulated frontis piece with Ionic columns located within 
the returns of the pediment. The entr ance bay is flank ed by 
nar row side aisles pierc ed by lance t windows wi th large 
cart ouche s abov e . Locat ed at the south-east facade is an 
approximately nine-story campanile, ex e cuted in rock-faced 
masonry, pierced by lancet windows with monumental 
cart ouches and topped by an open bell tower with a pyramidal 
roof. The Church interior, a Baroque gilded, marbled, and 
stencil led space, and the exteri or are remarkably intac t. 
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ST. ALOYSIUS SCHOOL AND HALL (0906-B5 WS2) is the 
earliest structure in the complex . Although the Romanesque 
Revival structure was or igina lly red brick with granite 
base, the brick facade of this two-and one-hal f-s tory school 
has been pa inte d grey. Ornament on the Romanesque Revival 
structure includes ecclesiastical motifs located within the 
pedimented entrance of this three -bay structure. Neo­
Classical egg-and-dart motifs are used on the hood moldings 
of the windows on the ground floor . The original door has 
been replaced and the transom above has been filled in; 
however, the overal l excellence of design and significance 
of the school as part of the Church complex override the 
alterations. 

ST. ALOYSIUS RECTORY with a north-south orientation, 
is perpendi cular to the east-west site of the CHURCH and is 
actually internally connected with the Church on the east 
facade of the Rectory. Designed in the Neo-Classical Revival 
style with scallop frieze, denticulated cornice, entrance 
porch with door, transom and side-lights, the building 1s a 
significant part of the church complex (although not 
assigned a numerical base in Phase I.) 

ST. ALOYSIUS CONVENT (0906-BS WS3), located at 178 
Kensington Avenue , is a three-story brick with stone trimmed 
Neo-Classical Revival style structure designed by Neil 
Covery of Newark (Phase I data.) The corner stone was laid 
1n 1926 . The ornament of the building is highly restrained, 
based on a series of arch e d enframements and openings , 
including a two-st ory monumental arched entrance within 
which a lesser one-story enframement surround an arched 
door. Furth er ornament relies on the use of circular 
recesses, an occulus loca ted above the entrance door, and 
semi-circul ar recesses locat ed at the parapet level . Also of 
note is the yard enclosure, with stone-capped brick piers 
and iron fencing. 
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An arcuated 
CONVENT with ST. 

loggia with tiled roof con nect s the 
ALOYSIUS R.C. SCHOOL (0906-BS WS 4) , a 

three-story, Neo -C lassical struc ture with triple entrance, 
replaced double-doored entrance and diamond tiles located at 
the cornice. Windows are pair e d in the center bays and 
occur in groups of three at the end pavilions. Based on 
information in the cornerstone, the building dates from 1897 
through 1922. Although not particularly di stinguish ed 
architecturally, the building contributes to th e Chur ch 
complex. 
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INC LUDIN G PHASE 
0906-C3 DUNI-8 
0906-C3 KEN1,2 
0906-BS BELl-I I 
0906 -BS BENl-3 2 
090 6-BS BER6-1 3 
0906-BS DUNI-7 

I SURVEY INVENTORY NUMBERS: 
0906-BS FAII-II 
0906-B S GIFI -24 
0906-B S JEWI-8 
0906-BS JFK3-IO 
0906-B S KESI-21 

The West Bergen Historic Dist rict meets Cr i teria A, B 
and C of the National Re giste r's st andar ds for eva luation. 
The significant buildings in the district rang e fro m late 
19 th century, 1885-1900 masonry row houses to early 20th 
century, 1900- 1925 Queen Anne a n d Colonial Revival style 
fre est anding houses to 1910-1930 eclectic apartment 
buildings. The neighborhood was the most fashionable plac e 
to live in t he first quarter of the 20th centu ry and 
represents an important p ar t of Jers ey City h istor y. Th e 
architecture o f the district, fe at ured in news paper s, 
ma gazines and other cont e mporary publications, was well 
known. Jersey City £i Today (Jersey City : 1910, p. 39) 
described Gifford Avenue in glowing terms. 11 Gifford Avenu e 
has l ong been considered th e select residential district in 
Jers e y City. Lined as it is wi th the homes of bank 
pre sidents, lawyers, docto rs , and othe r captains of finance, 
industry and professional pursuit, it is naturally one of 
the attractions of the city, and a street that any city may 
well be proud of. 11 It is very likely that the Queen Anne and 
Colonial Revival frame houses and eclectic apartmen t 
buildings of the district served as models for later, less 
grand building s in the city. The surrounding neighborhoods 
ar e filled with smaller and plainer early 20th century frame 
houses and eclectic apartment buildings which app ea r to have 
been built a decade or two after those in the district. For 
more information on the West Bergen Historic District, 
please see Designation Report : West Bergen Histori c 
Dis trict, R. Craig, L. Sickels, B. Foulks, Jers ey City, 1979 
(copy in surve y files in Jersey City). 
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The district is bound by Duncan Avenue on the north, 
Bently Avenue on the south, Bergen Avenue on the east and 
West Side Avenue and J.F. Kennedy Boulevard on the west. 
This was a difficult district to draw up. Unlike the tidy, 
19th century row house districts, the architecture here 
varies wid e ly in material, h e ight and proportion. It is, 
however, almost totally a residential district. Sparse 
building started in the first half of the 19 t h century, but 
the area was really developed between 1880 and 1930. Hudson 
(now J.F.K.) Boulevard, laid out in 1893, wa s a maj or reason 
for the development of the district; Lincoln Park, (formerly 
West Side Park) created in 1904, was also important. The 
park entrance even extend s into the distr ict to Hudson 
Boulevard. Lincoln Park is also eligible for the National 
Register but it has been listed separately. It is so large 
and extends so far to the wes t (to the river) that it 
functions as a separate entity. 

The best blocks in t he district are Bently and 
Gifford, but there is enough good architectur e , especially 
apartment bu il dings, to justify extending it to Duncan. On 
the north, Duncan Avenue is the last residentia l street in 
the area with the combination of late 19th century masonry 
structures, early 20th century freestanding frame houses and 
1910-1930 eclectic apartment buildings common to the 
district. Two very large and signLficant buildings at the 
corners of Kennedy and Duncan, t he Duncan Apartments and the 
Fairmount Hot el , form a monumental gateway to the district. 
On the south, Bently is the last resident ial street with 
enough good and intact reside nces to justify being included 
in a district. The buildings on Harrison Avenue, just south 
of Bently, are of the per io d but have been seriously 
altered. On the east, Be rg e n Avenue between Bently and 
Duncan was a tree-lined resid e ntial street in 1910 but is 
now a commercial street, forming a natural boundary for the 
district. The architecture to the east of Bergen is 
different, more of a mix of styles and dates with little 
significan ce as a whole. Only those building s on Bergen 
which had entrances on the side streets or related very 
strongly to the side streets were included in the district. 
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On the wests West Side Avenue prov ides a natural 
boundary for the blocks between Bently and Kensington . No 
building on West Side Avenue itself was included unless the 
entrance was on a side street. West Side, like Bergen, i s 
mor e commercial. The few buildings fro ntin g onto it were 
out of the period or heavily alte red. The streets between 
Kensington and Duncan were left out between West Side and 
Kennedy because the architecture is both lacking in 
int egrity and good design. The sou th side of Kensington 
bet ween Kennedy and West Side was included. Although it is 
usually ridiculous to include only one side of a street and 
not the other i n a historic district, Kensington is 
architecturally divided in the middle. It consists almost 
enti rel y of large apartments on the south side which also 
front onto the Lincoln Park entrance. The north side 
consists of mediocre, late, Colonial Revival frame houses 
which have been altered. 

The three major building types in the district are 
all mixed in together. Perhaps 25% of the 19th century row 
houses have had their stoops or windows altered, but many 
are in long rows, with cornices and trim intact, presenting 
a strong image of late 19th century residences. The early 
20th century frame hou ses are also not entirely intact. 
Some have been resideds many more have newer asphalt roofs. 
They have more than enough architectural integrity to 
justify a dist rict , though. The 1910-1930 apartment 
buildings are an integral part of the district. They 
represent, along with some of the apartment buildings i n 
Ward C near Journal Square, some of the best in the city. 
The district was still a fashionable place to live when they 
wer e built. These apa rtment buildings do not rep resent a 
degeneration of the neighborhood, as is sometimes the case 
in an area's historical development, but a continuation. 
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The most outst a nding late 19 th century row houses are 
on Belmont, Bently and Duncan Avenues. None rival th e 
res i dences in the Van Vorst Park Historic District, and 
several have been altered. They are, however, the earliest 
structures in this part of Jersey City and are good examples 
of their types. 

157-163 Belmont Avenue (0906-BS BEL7) dating fr om 
about 1880-85 is an Italianate styl e brick row with high 
stoops and characteristic bracketed cornice, window and door 
trim. There is also a long row of 23 Italianate styl e brick 
houses at 165-209 Belmont Avenue (0906-BS BEL9). The circ a 
1880 -85 houses are small, two bays wide and two -and-one-half 
stories high, with high stoops. 

The row of frame h ouses at 9-19 Duncan Avenue (0906-
BS DUNI) was buil t in about 1890. While resurfaced, the 
mansard roofs, window trim and surv iving porche s combine to 
make these fine examples of the Second Empire st yle. Th e 
small, two-a nd-one -half story Quee n Anne frame house next 
door at 25 Duncan Avenu e (0906-BS DUN2) is also a good 
example of a late 19th-century residence. Dating from about 
1890, it has its original nove lty shingling. 

l 1-19 and 21-23 Bently (0906-BS BEN2,3) are excellent 
examples of late 19th-century masonry row houses. Built in 
about 1885-95, the combination of stone, metal and terra 
cotta trim with the brick facades and the wide-arched door 
and window openings signify the Queen Anne style while the 
regu larity of the composition of the faca des is a feature of 
neo-Classical. 

There are a large numbe r of intact, excellent earl y 
20th cen tury freestanding frame houses in the district. Most 
are in the Colonial Revival style, although the Queen Anne 
style is also e vident. These houses are the best examples of 
their type in the city. Bently and Gifford Avenues have th e 
lar gest concentration of these houses, but there are 
out stand ing individual houses on most of the other blocks in 
the district. 

MARY B. DIERICKX *ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVATION CONSULTANTS* 12/1985 



) 

) 

PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

WEST BERGEN HISTORIC DISTRICT PAGE S 

38 Bentl y (0906-BS BEN8) is an excellent and inta ct 
Queen Anne frame two and one half sto ry house. The larg e 
p orch , supported by columns and retain ing its original 
rail ing, the stained glass windows, conical-roofed tower, 
and exuberantly irregular form contribute to it s unusual 
st yle. Next doo r, 34 Bently (0906-BS BEN7) is another good 
example of a Queen Anne house, wi th its large columned porch 
and deco rat ive chimneys. 88 Bently is another excellent 
example of Queen Anne, with its la rge tower, to?ped by a 
conical roof and an unusual ent rance portico, with a 
shingled gable supported by Doric columns. The houses al so 
have Colonial Revival style elements, including wide, squar e 
proportions and irregular roof lines. The circa 1890-95 dat e 
is late for Queen Anne but within th e Colonial Revival 
period. 

47 Bently (0906-BS BENI3) is an excellent example of 
a brick Colonial Revival freestanding house. Dating from 
about 1900-05, the two-and-one-half story struct ure has 
cla ssical stone trim and an imposing col umned entrance 
portico. 

75 Bently (0906-BS BEN15) is a good example of a 
bungalow. Built in 1910, the intact two-and-one-half story 
frame house is surfaced with wood shingles. Alth ough tall 
f or a bungalow, it has ma ny of characteristics of the typ e , 
including a wide overh angi ng hipped roof with the rid ge 
parallel to th e street, Missi6n-style brackets imit atin g 
rafter ends, a single wide shed dormer and a full-width 
porch. 

89 Fairview (0906 -B 5 FAI4) 1s a good and inta ct 
example of an English Tudor Revival. Built in 1909, th e two­
and-one-half story brick house has half - timbering, square 
wood columns and a partial front entrance porch. 14 2 
Gifford (0906-BS GIF23) is another excellent example of the 
style, circa 1896-1909. The fa cade features include half­
timbering, heavy piers and brackets. and the use of a 
combinat ion of stucco, wood and stone. 
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39 Gifford Avenu e (0906-BS GIF7) 1s a good, int ac t 
example of a Colonial Revival house. The cir ca 1896-1909, 
two-and-one-half story fram e hou se is su rfaced with wood 
shingles. In Colonial Revival fash ion, it has a hipped r oo f 
wi th small dormers, a wide porch supported by round columns 
with composite capitals, and a broken-arched pedime nt over 
one of the dormers. 96 Gifford (0906-BS GIFI6) is another 
good, intact example of a Colonial Revival house. This two­
and-one-half story frame structure was built abou t 1896-
1909. Some of the exc el lent Colonial Revival features are 
it s wood· shingles, wi de porch wi th paired columns an d 
balcony in the gable. Ill Gifford (0906-BS GIFI8 - 19) is 
another fine example of Colonial Revival. Dat ing f rom about 
the same time, it is mor e formal than 96, wi th its large, 
semi-elliptical porch and corner pi l asters. 

55 Gif ford Avenue (0906-BS GIFJO) is an excellen t 
example of a Classical Revival style residenc e . The two-and­
one-half story hou s e is surfaced with concrete or stucco. It 
i s more formal than the Col onial Revival and Queen Anne 
houses of th e same period in the district. Th e formality is 
evident in the tr e atment of the entrance. On e whol e bay of 
the thr e e-bay house is devoted to the entrance. Pr oj ect ing 
from th e f a cade, it is made up of of pilasters with 
composite capitals supporting a triangular ped i ment. The two 
story arched doorway is bisected by a portico supported by 
columns and topped by a balustrade~ The circa 1896-1909 
mansion is one of the finest buildings in the district. 

There are excellent e xampl e s of 1910- 30 apartment 
buildi ngs in the district. Basi cally large rectangular 
buildings, the larger ones with courtyards, th e y were 
designed in the eclectic styles of the first three decades 
of the 20th century. Some of the best ar e the Art Deco style 
apartments at 10, 14, 34, and 62 Ke nsington, (0906-BS 
KEN2,3,7,13) 57-61 Duncan (0906-BS DUN6) and 585 Bergen 
(0906-BS BER5). All of the facades are composed of several 
light colors of brick in geometric patterns. Although no 
more than six stories high, verticality is stressed through 
slightly projecting brick piers or vertically striped brick. 
The front entrance is mon umen ta l, usually trimmed with terra 
cotta. The buildings all date from about 1928 to 1935. 
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Ol d En glish styles of Tudor Elizabethan turned up on 
a numb e r of apartment building s dat i ng from about, 1915 to 
1925. Some of the best examples are 131 Kensingto~ (0906-B S 
KEN20), 7-21 Gifford (0906-BS GIFl,2), 25 Gifford (0906-BS 
GIF4) and 47-53 Duncan (0906-BS DUN4,5). The apartment 
buildings are red brick, with some combination of half 
timbering, crenellations, caseme nt windows and simple 
English Renaissance classical ornament. 

40 Gifford (0906-BS GIFS) and 117 Kensington (0906-BS 
KENI9) are good, circa 1925, examples of Moorish-inspir e d 
apartment bu i ldings, while 107 Kensington (0906-BS KENIB), 
also circa 1925, is Spanish Colonial Revival in style. 31 
Gifford (0906-B5 GIFS), with its balustraded roof, broken 
arched pediment, keystone arched entrance and quoining is a 
good example of Class i cal Revival (more specif i cally, 
Georgian). It was built in about 1929-30. Some of the 
district's 1920's and 1930's apartment build i ngs 1n the 
Classical Revival · s tyle are so simple and austere that th e y 
almost belong to the Modern Style. The ten story Duncan 
Apartments at 2600 J.F. Kennedy Boulevard (0906-C3 KEN!) is 
an excellent example of a large, very simple, Class i cal 
Revival apartment house. Designed by John T. Rowland 1n 
1922, it was the home of Mayor Hague. 

There are a few notable commercial or institutional 
buildings in the district. The Home for Aged Women, 
established in 1866, has been at 657-9 Bergen Avenue (0906-
BS BERJ3) since 1884. The Classical Revival building facing 
Bergen Avenu e was built in 1912, replacing the original 
wooden structure. The Romanesque Revival dormitory building 
behind this appears to date from the 1880's. The circa 1915-
20 Bergen Lyceum at 651 Bergen Avenue (0906-BS BERI2) is a 
handsome neo-Federal theater building. The most outstandin g 
structure is the Fairmount Hotel, at the northern edge of 
the district at 2595 J, F. Kennedy Boulevard (0906-C3 
KEN2). Built in 1909 and 1912, it is an excellent example o f 
a Classical Revival style hot e l. The Hudson City Savings 
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Bank, at 2528-36 J.F. Kennedy Boul eva rd (0906-BS JFK7) is 
another exc e llent Class ical Revival building. Built i n 
1928, th e two story stone structure is formally classical 
with an architrave cornice topped by a balustrade and a 
matching door enframement. 

The West Bergen Historic District is important for 
its collection of 1880-1930 architecturally significant row 
houses, fre es tanding frame house s and apartment bu ildin gs. 
It is historically important as the most fashionable 
neighborhood in J er sey City in the late 19th and early 20th 
century. It was home to people who played a major part in 
the history of the city, the state and the nation, including 
Jersey City Mayor Hague, Walter M. Dear, co-owner of the 
Jersey Journal, New Jersey Governor Edward I. Edwards, 
Supreme Court Justice Charles C. Black, and George L. 
Record, econ o mic advisor to Woodrow Wils on . 

MARY B. DIERICKX *ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVATION CONSULTANTS* 12/1985 





) 

PHASE 2 SURVEY OF WARD B, JERSEY CITY 

RECOMMENDED LIST OF SITES ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

0906-B6 FRW1 
162-164 FAIRVIEW AVENUE 
BLOCK 1825 

This circa 1915 apartment building is eligible for 
individual listing on the National Register. The four story 
plus basement masonry structure is faced in light brick and 
stone or cast stone. Its plan is basically that of an 
enlarged row house, which blends well with the small scale 
residential buildings on the block. It meets Criterion C of 
the standards for evaluation. 

It is a very good example of the early 20th century 
neo-Renaissance style. The major decorative features of the 
building clearly fall into this style. A mix of light­
colored materials is used on the facade. Rounded classical 
ornament such as a modillioned cornice and keystone arches. 
The pedimented center doorway and flanking bow fronts are 
also typical of this style. Except for the replacement of 
the front door the addition of storm windows, the building 
is intact. The plan, shape and ornament are very well 
proportioned and combine to produce a handsome structure. 
It is not unique in Jersey City, but it is a good example of 
a neo-Renaissance style apartment building. 

' 
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0906-B6 FRW2 
187, 187A, 189 FAIRVIEW AVENUE 
BLOCK 1882 

This row of three res i dences is elig ible for listing 
on the Nat ional Register, meeting Criterion C of the 
standards for evaluation. This is an unusual three-house 
row. While there were relatively long wooden rows in the 
19th century, they were less common that masonry rows, and 
few have survived today. Frame houses, in particular at the 
turn of the 20th century, were more usually built singly or 
in a pair. The houses, built between 1896 and 1908, are in a 
vernacular style with elements of both the Queen Anne and 
Colonial Revival. United by a c olumned porch, the y are sided 
in wood clapboard, both typical Colonial Revival style 
features. The mansard roof, tall gables and novelty shingles 
on the projecting bays are more typical of the Queen Anne 
style. They are nearly intact, although there are small 
patches of asphalt residing, enlarged ground floor windows 
and storm win dows. This row is an unusual and intact example 
of a Queen Anne/Colonial Revival style frame triple house. 
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